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Good evening! Welcome family, friends, faculty, and distinguished guests. It is my honor to congratulate the graduates
of 2021 for pushing through 13 years of countless assignments, tests, and last-minute group projects, the family
members who have survived raising teenagers, and the staff who get to send off their kids whose actions they were able
to witness when their parents aren’t around. It seems like it was just yesterday that some of us were playing tag on the
playground, running around at PE, and learning our lefts from our rights. (which is true because some still are, you
know who you are) Most of us have grown up together and witnessed each other’s prime and not so prime moments.
Although this journey has had its up and downs we have been able to grow from each moment and become the gorgeous
and handsome young adults we are today. Some might say that today will be the last time most of us see each other. But
from evidence in my Senior English class this is not the end. Because in 10 to 15 years that Facebook notification for our
memories or a recent follow will reunite those cherished moments that we have had together.

From my own experience, I know that throughout high school and my other schooling years I have had some very trying
times that at the time seemed like the end of the world. A global pandemic might help you remember those feelings. But
through each heart-breaking time there has always been the select group of people that help you through it. Mr. Mac,
thank you for always being in the student’s corner, and taking the time to listen to all the drama and the tea. Thank you,
Coach Mendoza, for supporting all the organizations on campus, you have inspired so much more than what you think
you have. I will never forget your inspirational speeches in the locker room before our major games. Even though by the
end of it your voice was shot from all the passion we knew from our hearts what you were trying to say. Thank you to
Mrs. Rendon who no matter how many transcripts I asked for you always came in clutch. Thank you to Coach Camacho
who had to deal with me for the past four years. Thank you, Natalie Cerda, for encouraging me every day for the past 13
years to be my best self. And thank you to all those who I cannot specifically mention who have had a positive impact on
our lives.
 
To the Class of 2021, I want each and every one of you to know that you are strong, you are intelligent, and you are a
survivor. No other class can say that they have endured and lived through what we have. We have survived having a
different principal from 5th to 10th grade. We have survived the construction from having our school being built as we
were in it. Which is nice beside the fact that I have been in our auditorium a whopping 2 times. We have survived a plane
crash, schedule changes, the constant fire alarms, our school water being turned off for a day, a global pandemic, the
fight for parking spots in the morning, and online learning with some teachers who hate technology. (I’m looking at you
Mr. Tolmsoff). And speaking from a person who was mostly all online this year I can say with great assurance that if I
had a nickel for every time I turned an assignment in on time this year. I would have 2 nickels, which isn’t a lot but it’s
crazy that it happened twice. We are the class of survivors, and at this point we can do anything and be whoever we
want to be no matter the situation.



Now don’t get mad at me, but I’m gonna read a poem for you that has inspired me the moment I read it. It will be worth it I
promise. In Desiderata by Max Ehrmann, he says “Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not
distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be
gentle with yourself. You are a child of the universe no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And
whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. Therefore be at peace with God, whatever
you conceive Him to be. And whatever your labors and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul.
With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.”

As Abileen Clark said in the Help, you is kind, you is smart, you is important. We all have the ability to be great, and to make
this life your own. Take it and make it worth your while. We can do this. I believe in us as a 2021 class.

Thank you.
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